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EditorialIt is our utmost pleasure to introduce this special issue of
Scientia Iranica to our readers, specifically dedicated to the
lifelong achievements of Professor Zadeh.
Professor Lotfi Asker Zadehwas born on February 4, 1921, in
Russia, to an Iranian journalist father, Rahim Askerzadeh, from
Ardebil, and a Russian pediatric mother, Dr. Fanya Koriman.
At the age of 10, he returned to Iran, where he received his
high school diploma from Alborz High School in Tehran, and
his BS degree in Electrical Engineering from the University of
Tehran in 1942. Two years later, he moved to the United States
and earned his MS and Ph.D. degrees in Electrical Engineering,
respectively, from Massachusetts Institute of Technology in
1946, and Columbia University in 1949, where he became a Full
Professor in 1957. Since 1959, he has beenwith theUniversity of
California at Berkeley, where he is now Professor and Chairman
of the Berkeley Initiative in Soft Computing.
The theory of Fuzzy Sets was introduced by Professor Zadeh
in a seminal paper published in 1965, under the same title, in
the journal Information and Control (vol. 8, no. 3, pp. 338–353).
This paper alone has been cited at least 12,855 times since then,
and has remained at the fourteenth position among all highly
cited papers in the area of physical sciences and engineering.
He authored two further landmark papers (IEEE Transactions
on Systems, Man and Cybernetics, vol. 3, no. 1, pp. 28–44), on
the analysis of complex systems anddecision processes in 1973;
cited above 2139 times, and the second, in 1979, on possibility
theory and soft data analysis. Extension of the theory of fuzzy
sets to the Theory of Probability was published by Professor
Lotfi Zadeh in 1978, based on his paper entitled ‘‘Fuzzy sets
as a basis for a theory of possibility’’ (Fuzzy Sets and Systems,
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2173 citations.
As an eminent scientist, with a charming personality,
Professor Zadeh continues to pioneer the field of Fuzzy Logic
and Control Theory. He has, furthermore, single-authored over
two hundred papers and serves on the editorial board of over
fifty journals.
Since initial publication in 1994, Scientia Iranica has main-
tained high standards in peer review and in regard to the sub-
ject matter and content of scientific papers. The introduction in
the first issue of Scientia Iranica was originally contributed by
Professor Lotfi Zadeh, together with our dear friend and col-
league, Professor Mohammad Jamshidi, who also graciously ac-
cepted undertaking the editorial process of this special issue.
This particular issue presents a carefully selected, peer re-
viewed, and singular collection of invited papers contributed
by outstanding scholars around the globe; ranging from Review
Papers and Research Articles through to a variety of correspon-
dence, all related to the theory of Fuzzy Logic and Control. These
writings also include readable memoirs and anecdotes of indi-
vidual rallies and encounters with Professor Lotfi Zadeh over
the past decades.
It is, therefore, a pleasure to express our appreciation toward
Professor Lotfi Zadeh, in acknowledgement of his contributions,
not only to the science and technology of fuzzy logic and control
theory, but, also, to the success of the journal, Scientia Iranica,
itself.
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